Model Opinion Essay
Universities should accept equal numbers of male and female students in every subject.
To what extent do you agree or disagree?

In recent years the issue of “positive discrimination” has become a common topic of discussion. Society has been trying to break down the barriers of sexism and allow people into careers and positions that they otherwise would not be able to access and this is extremely worthwhile in many areas, for example in encouraging the presence of female government ministers and directors of companies. However, I do not agree with extending this to having equal numbers of male and female students in every university subject because this is a cultural division, and because the results would be catastrophic.
Firstly, there is a huge cultural division between men and women. It is easy enough to see this difference between traditionally “male” and “female” subjects, as any class in physics is full of young men, and a nursing degree will have a high proportion of young women. There is no reason why a woman cannot be an expert in physics, or a man cannot be an excellent nurse, but most people – with some exceptions – stay to the subjects that society says they “should” study. Although I agree that we need to change this bias, I do not believe that making mandatory rules about gender is the way to change such a complicated issue.
In fact, if we were to change the rules in this way, the results would be catastrophic. We would have students doing courses that they are not prepared for, as they would be selected according to their gender, not their abilities. In addition, even if some people say that making this change would help to combat sexism, I believe it would do exactly the opposite. For example, we would have incompetent male nurses and female physicists, which would just make people think that the stereotypes are true: men shouldn’t be nurses, and women can’t be physicists. 
In conclusion, I think that implementing this rule would be a terrible idea. We do need to combat sexism in society, but to include people who shouldn’t be studying a certain subject just because of their gender is unrealistic and would have awful consequences. There will always be people who break the mould and decide to study something different, and these are the people with the power to change the current situation.
